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Among the many sitractionz in
Stamford ‘are its delightful ittle
parks, that are scatbersd here and
thers throughouwt the commercial
center. The triamgular GCentral
FPark with its great «lms, St
Johe's Park with §ta soldiers’
monument gllstenlng thrjugh the
trees, Weat Park with [ts historie
CANNONS, }:1[-1 H'«"l:T-IlP:U;;Er Rattl-kla,
including Fippawam rk, elp
to make the city beautiful. Par-
haps the moat recent cne, Fippo-
wam Park, s more of & dlrect
benefit to the publlc welfare, for
thers oo may find the nsuxl park
benches situsted under spacisus
trees, 7 ere during the hot Soum-
mer @p one may rest’ I8 EGEE
or lemey 'usbom. Then, too, the

river itsef, from which the park
derives s histeric name, fows
close by, Thers ln Wioter has been
heard for peparalions the wvolces
of happy skaters.

Thiz section of the river has
long been koown as the mill poad.
Today it Is bordered on sach side
by & rather high cement wall, and
directly t5 the eastward, oBEs
oan see through the interlaced
branches & modern hotel—the
"Roger Smith"=—whose name un-
doubtadly 13 whally In hkeeping
with its historic neighberhood, for,
indeed, "thia Jocnlity has a bistory,
Traditizn tells that the father of
olir | eouniry-—0General GeoTEe
Washington—admired the beauty
of the REPW'.'!'I-I'H River near this
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peink. That em travelllng from
Blamford to Bye, he made a sud-
deh turp and came il the dash-
ing waters of the river kindled by
the distant rays of the late after-
noxa sun. Stopplng his  horse
abrupily by the wayaids, ke wrole
ja few lines In his diary describing
the scena, .

Later history plctures this iden-
tical spot, now kmown as Rippo-
wam Park, as p large pond, where
In Winter lce wes harvested and
At the et cnd of the dam A Woal-
en mill was active. This mill was
operated by Willlam C. Harding
and John A. Bmith ustil abowt
1586, when & great fire destroyed

origiaal chimoey now remalning. |

Bill Harding was a staunch Re-
publican, who headed many a
torchlight procession durlng po-
litical- rallies apd on @lection
oights. In fact, Bil Harding's
political cannom s still remem-
bered, ns It thundered = saluts
pepoed old Hoee Park, br&“ﬂng
magr a windyw In the vicinity.
Dwubilesa Harding and his party
bad to =ettls many a fige u.!'l:u:l'I
clectlon might was over, As ome of
tha okl natives remarksd o the
writer:  “That ‘Harding Battery
might have nmused some people,
but T was gol darn glad when
some (Dem3crat splked 6 TV |
though I" ba & Republicas' & i
" ' 1

i | o Whitman Balley.
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