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thve nuisance that could easily be the ob- Broad Street and Washington Boulevard
ject of & nice torch job." In two weeks  bulthin air

City demolishing Roger Smith

Perhaps the most

According fo urban renewal commis-

mysterious thing about the Onee upon & Hme, on a I:ltlnm.- Ne-  thebay, ?Jm;:m;{ Im. Eltu.r.l.:!in:lulmml slomecs aad et el oTlclals, the Frie
. vember night long ago, a lone woman  BEReTOUSly prov o, 10 ILEE denlial Insurance Com and the only
hotel is |ts.lnarne, Who was wrapped in a great coat emerged from  Housed at the grand hotel, which be lirlng owaet of the R CIcar &, e
Roger Smith? Ui, wind and woon Mesl ceoesed: (e - SADEDU Moiic I DMALIoAC e D Lima, will construct an office building
: threshold of the Roges : - e g on the site, Prudential would peilhe

One Stamford old-timer Carrying only a small satchel, she re-  become ed as a bellhop there " SWEEPSTAKES confirm or deny the reports, e
says the name was probabi gistered at the lobby desk and walked  until he m away and all communi- company spokesman Bruce Kaufman
P y throwgh the silen! hotel, whose guests  cation with him was lost =aid Prudential “has control of the prop-

invented. He said the name
"Roger Smith Hotel”' was

the blackness of carly morning, never o =
probably chosen because be seen or heard (pom again. ing — whose giant roodtep sign, “HOTEL ciety guests spread its good reputation
there are five letters in each Later, the hotel's night watchman, ROGER SMITH.” had long served as a E-"CURIT across the country, the building, and the
yawnlng and longing for sleep, made his  reliable landmark 1o many 8 sallor in Y . neighboring Roger Smith Motor Lodge,
of the three words and Last check of the hotel before retiring  Lang Island Sound — will be gone, _ built in the 1960's, had in recent years
Upon entering the roomm that the waman v 53 vear-ald Poled 18 mow being de- [ become & homa Lo
therefore the name would had vacated, the walchman discovered s malished &t the behest of Jim Sotire, the place ;n? mu&;ﬁﬁ"ﬁmugg

make a nice, neat rooftop
sign.

were now {ast asleep, bo er rosm.
& lew hoirs laler the womai i the
great coat pald her bill and walked inlo

tiny balw boy, only hours old, lying oo
thi bed.

The rext day, the citizens of Stamford,
uanited in their determinatbon fo care fog

Tive lepend of young Roger Smith, be
it true or false, is andy one 6l many Labes
that will Bive long after the hotel is gone.

And it won't be long bifors the build-

cily's deralition officer. chief building

inspector and zoming enlorcement ofli-

cer wivw called the building “'an atirac-
{ Please turn lo Page A2
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\SH you must call John
cate (203} 964-2355, be-
tomorrow. (Friday and

Monday "til 5 PM)

'"OCATE

erly."”
delima said, *'Most of the rumors are
true. Everything is sipned and sealed,”
Drece an elegant hotel whose high so-

cording to police,

The Hoger Smith's hotel license ex-
pired this month, and guests were re-
ceaved untill the very cnd.

The ovaners of several businesses in
the area altribute the delapidated state
of the hatel b0 an obd urban renewal
thai had, for over 10 years, Inrluderf
hatel. The plan was never realized, how-
ever, and the status of the Roger Snuth
remined in limbao,

‘deLims never knew whether ke
should re-invest mopey intoe a dying
pr:pnﬁmm ul:d one businessman

partion of the hotel riw, aboiut
40,000 square feel, is slﬂfmiﬂ:;d in an
urban renewal plan that will use the
Epace for & packing lob. It ks not known
how this plan will affect the future doved-
opment of the property

e an anligue in Lhe strict
m ibeng under 100 vears oldb, the
hoted nonetheless has a rich and intrigu-
ing hisbory

The intrigue started years befare the
hotel was conceived when Stamiosd s
Baptists bullt the First Baptist Church in
1790 abong River Sireet, on the currem
site of the Roger Smith Holeld,

Back then, a section of what s now
Washington Bouwlevard was called River
Stresd. The Mill River, which mow runs
through Mikl River Park and is confined
by a narrow concrete channel, was, al
that time & wild broead river which
fowesd right to the edge of what is now
Washington Boulevard, Had the course
of the river nol been altered before the
Roger Smith was built, the water would
I;:;{*e Mowed almost to the hotel’s front

The Baptist church remained al its
River Street address for several decades
anid established a cemetery an the siie

In 1848, & split among the parishioners
caused hall the congregation te form a
new church where Landmark Tower
nive stands. A reunion of the Pwo factions
look place soon afler, however, and in
IB%S a beraotife church was construcied
al the Landmark site. The Firt Baplist
meclinghouse and its cemetery on River
Streel were abandoned and forgotten

En 1528 excavation for e hoted began
According Yo deldma, a Stamford resi-
dent, only & handiul of the Baptlist's
lombistones were visible when worknen
arrived on the site. When excavation
began, however, the remalng of several
bodies were accidentally exhumed by o
steapichovel, and the graveyvard was
Tournd to be more extensive Uhan it had
first appeared.

Excavation stopped for aboul three
wiks while the hotel owners sought L
church thal owned the cemelery. The
church was finally found but, delima
said, it pastor wis no lager interested
in the burial ground

S0 the exhumed remains were trans-
plantedd 1o ancther portion of the hotel
properiy near a while collage which, il
witt discoversd, had been the cemetery
carelaker’s home. Located behind the
B, e eotlage and three lombstones
stand today although the cottage, which
i in poor condition, appears o be used
by vagrants.

Mo one knows whal will become of the
old Baplist cemetery when the new Prie
dential effice bauilding ks installed Ac-
cording Lo Soafire, en-day law man-
dates that & cemetery may nol be moved
until the mext of kin are aodifbed. “In this
case, they’ll be hard pressed to find
them,"" Botire said.

Perhaps the most myslerious thing
about the hotel i if% name Whe was
Foger Smilh*

When questioned on this topic, delima
Iaughu;l. “Evervbody knows 4 Il{lg-l]r
Smith! We counted 21 lamows Roger
Smiths, I'm not going to tell you which
ane it is. There was & Roger Srith wha
skippered the boat that took Pocahontas

ngland. In Stamford many years ago
ihere was a Hoger Smith who Killed his
wile. There was one who was a general
in the Revedulicnary War. There was ane
who was a bellbey, " e stickered n de
light. “Il"s & mystery '

e Stamidord odd-timer savs e namee
was probably invented He sald Lhe
name “Koger Smith Hotel™ was proha-

» Colorful history of Roger Smith Hotel comes to an end

bly chosen because there are five fetier
i each of the three words and thereary
the name would make & nice, peal roof
bop sEgn
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