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Interior View of Burnes Blacksmith Shop
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Many of the old blacksmith
shops, with apreading chestnutl
rees, have already disappeared,
yel there are & number of tham
itlll Jeft aboul the countryside or
m pome partly hidden city corner
vhich will recall those early years
«f the horse and EY-

On upper Canal 3t., Stamford,
ne may still enter an old black-
mith = ., Which - was started
bout 1878 by James Burnes and
i now operated by hizs son who
s the same name Durlng the
airly years of this shop's ex-

tence, horses wers so plentiful
it It was often difficult to get

horse shod at the promised time,

» that every driver had to awalt

8 turn before he was allowed to

ive his horse to the shop's en-

ince. What a pleture, too, Lhis
ust have maode, when the old

‘ge, in all its glory, sent sparks

ing about llke s0 many minia-

% fireworks on a Fourth  of

y night! And this same fire-

it must have brought out of

dusky hars numerous im-
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plements of curious ashapes and
fashion. Even the school children
crowded around the wide open
door to watch the shaping of a
bhorseshoe to its proper fitting. It
was undoubtedly just such a
| scene that inapired the poet Long-
Tellow to pen his famous lines:

"Under the spreading chestnut

trea,

The village smithy stands"

Canal St hed several different
blackamith shops standing in the
days of borse-drawn wehicles and
e fire, police or milk horse was
usually “given preference., It has
been told to the writer that the
fire department almost always
kept an extra horse in readiness,
while one was being shod. - But
this was not true of the Stamford
Police Department, as the patrol
wagon at that time had but onc
horse and it had to be shod in
double quick time,

*Today, instead of the horse
coming to us," said the present
owner of 'the blacksmith shop on

Canal 5t., “we now have to go out
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where the horse is, and even the
forge has changed quite a bit
from the old one, that was here
up to 25 years ago. In fact” he
continued, “a great deal of the in-
side shop work of today consiats
In fixing up tocls~ and making
small forgings. The anvil, it is
true, is used somewhat, but
nothing lke of old, when plenty
of horses were around."

Even to thiz day, men still ean-
Eregate &t the old Burnes black-
smith shop, where they talk over
the latest political news around
the pot-belllad astove, but thers
are seldom any heated disputes
between opposing parties. In fact,
as one feliow remarked the other
day, “T guess this blacksmith shop
is about the only place in Etam-
ford where a Democrat and a He-
publican can mix.”

The above sketch gives a ple-
ture of. the Interior of the old
blacksmith’ shop as it appears to-
day from In front of the presant

forge.

—Whitman Balley,




